November 16, 1996 



Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 2 1 702 

Dear Harold: 

Enclosed is a diskette with the relevant chapters of Hoax for Minny King. They are in the format 
used by Word Perfect 5.2, because that format will be compatible with Word Perfect 6. 1 or the 
Microsoft Office word processor. If she has any difficulty, she should feel free to contact me 
directly or through you, whatever is easiest. 

The version of Hoax that I have on my computer is single-spaced. I am not certain, but I believe 
that I changed it to single spacing so that I could print out a copy to read without wasting too 
much paper. I did not convert it back to double-spacing, but that is a simple matter that Ms. King 
can do with the click of a button. I am sure she will need to make a few other changes so that the 
format of these chapters will be consistent with the rest of the document that she will be typing. 

“What is Windows?” you ask. Not easy to explain without being there in your living room with 
my computer — but I'll take a stab at it anyway. The Windows operating system was designed to 
make the computing more “user friendly ” It is a “graphical interface” rather than a text-based 
one. The “graphics” are pictures or “icons” on the screen that one can point to with the “mouse” 
— an electronic pointer and then click on a button on the mouse to have the computer execute 
various tasks. So, for example, to change a chapter from single-spacing to double-spacing, 1 
point to a button at the top of my computer screen, click on it. It then opens up a little list (1, 

1.5, 2...) and I click on the “2" to change all the text to double-spacing. 

The "windows" refers to the ability to open up several documents at a time each in its own 
window on the computer screen. I have printed out an example where I opened my address book 
and a copy of this letter at the same time. If I needed to look up your address as I was typing the 
letter, I would be able to do that quite easily. Not only that, I could simply grab onto your 
address with the mouse pointer and drag it into the letter. I could also open up several chapters 
of your book, each in its own window, and easily "cut and paste" between them using the mouse 
pointing device. 

In any case, this "Windows" system is supposed to eliminate the need for people to understand 
computers and the command languages they use. For example, in the old days of computers 
when I wrote my dissertation, I had to type in a string of words to tell the word processing 
program to center the text, or to use a certain size type, or to underline, etc. Now, I need no 
knowledge of the commands to do even rather complicated things. With a click on the 
"Columns" button at the top of the screen, I can switch to two or more columns. 
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Or, I can click on the "QuickFonts" button and instantly change to a fancier font. Or I can click 
on the button that controls point size to make it smaller. 

I don't know how clear this all is, but perhaps it can give you some idea of "windows." 

Off? 

I am currently at home, and the "Afterword" and "Epilogue" to Waketh...Js on my office 
computer. If I can get to the office this afternoon, I will make the corrections and enclose that 
along with this material. 

I spoke with Jamie Smith yesterday. She has completed the additional chapters of Inside... that I 
had given to her and would like more. I will give her three more chapters. I expect that we will 
have most of Inside completed before I go off to England. Ethan has also been working on a few 
of the rather long chapters and will be bringing in his work on Monday. 

I still have the original of the LaFontaine manuscript. As I indicated to you, I need to make 
copies of the documents and will enclose the manuscript when I make up a package for the Inside 
chapters in December. 

Hope you and Lil are well. 



Sincerely, 




Dennis MacDonald 
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Harold- 



You may have wondered how on earth I kept mistyping "the" as "tile" in the EPILOGUE. There 
is an explanation. 

For the longer quotes, I attempted to "scan" them instead of typing them out. That involves 
running the page through a mechanism that essentially photographs it and then attempts to 
recognize the characters on the page (OCR or "optical character recognition")and then turn it into 
a word processing document on a diskette. 

It worked fairly well and saved a great deal of typing time. But, if the original is less than clear as 
is often the case in a photocopy, it may have difficulty recognizing characters that run together. 
The "th" was read as "til". 



Dennis 



